
 

For over 60 of the children whom Livingstone Anglican 
Children’s Project has withdrawn from child labour, transitional 
school has started.  So, what is a transitional school you ask?   

Many of the children involved in child labour have been working 
for several years and have therefore been out of the education 
system.  Transitional schooling is an opportunity outside of the 
formal education system to catch up on things like basic literacy 
and numeracy and to have their educational level assessed prior 
to being placed back into formal education.   

At LACP we have two transitional school teachers working at our 
Dambwa and Ngwenya centres – Matildah Ngoma and 
Emmanuel Kazembe.  The students are a mix of boys and girls 
from 7 to 17 years and have been in varying forms of child labour. 

They have commenced school with practising their handwriting 
(which helps teachers to assess their level), spelling, reading, 
basic mathematics and a few other subjects.  School hours are 
from 7.30am-12.30pm and with very limited resources such as 
text books, the teachers are doing a great job.  Next issue, we’ll 
talk to some children about how they’re feeling being back at 
school.  

Meet Matildah Ngoma 
A teacher dedicated to helping 
disadvantaged children receive 
an education, Matildah explains 
how her time in the transitional 
school is going. 

Drenched at Victoria Falls! 
A wonderful donor from 
Australia made it possible for 
two groups of children from 
Ngwenya and Dambwa to visit 
the mighty Victoria Falls 
and get totally drenched! 

2 

3 

Livingstone 
Anglican 

Children’s 
Project 

March / April 2010 Issue 3 

Inside 

Transitional School is in! 



 

 

Livingstone Anglican Children’s Project March / April 2010    Issue 3 

 
    I   Issue 1 

2 

 

It’s 8am on a hot and humid day in the wet season and thirty 
three eager children aged from nine to fifteen have gathered in 
the small St Stephen’s Anglican Church in Dambwa. At the 
moment it is doubling up as a transitional school and the 
children are bent over writing concertedly in their exercise 
books on church pews. 

Matildah Ngoma, who has been with LACP for 7 months, is 
their teacher. “Some of these children have been out of school 
for 2 years but most of them for 4 years, so I’m teaching them 
basic numeracy and literacy skills, as well as some science and 
social and development studies.”  

A transitional school allows children withdrawn from varying 
forms of child labour to learn, but it also prepares them 
physically and psychologically to cope with their lives and 
continue their education in formal schools.  Once the children 
are integrated into formal schooling, monitoring will continue 
for some time and as the need arises. 

“It’s the passion I have to help vulnerable children especially 
through education because it reduces stigma and poverty levels 
in families and the nation at large.” 

With a huge smile on her face and with a tender voice, 
Matildah tells us “My hope for the children is to see them 
succeed and progress in life so that one day they also should 
smile and help others too.” 

LACP’s other transitional school has 30 students, is located in 
Ngwenya and run by Emmanuel Kazembe. 

 

Re-igniting a flame 

Matildah Ngoma 
 

• ‘Muli bwanji’ means 
‘hello’ in Nyanja 

• The ex-Australian 
Rugby Union captain 
George Gregan was born 
in Zambia 

• Zambia is the world’s 7th 
largest producer of 
copper and the 2nd 
largest producer of 
cobalt 

• Victoria Falls at their 
peak have about 1 
million litres of water 
falling over them per 
second. 

•  The national bird is the 
Fish Eagle 

Did you 
know??? 
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Continued from page 1 

Drenched at Victoria Falls! 
Victoria Falls (or Mosi-oa-tunya as the locals call it) is a famous 
World Heritage Site 10kms from Livingstone town and a 
stunningly beautiful natural wonder.  Many of the children we 
work with in our programme have never had an opportunity to 
view the falls, so with a generous gift of support from a donor in 
Australia, two groups of 35 children from Ngwenya and 
Dambwa headed to the falls recently and were able to check 
them out and in the process get absolutely soaking wet! 

When the photo below was taken, the sky was a beautiful bright 
blue, but it looks as though they’re in the middle of a downpour. 
There were shrieks of joy and excitement as they walked 
through the rain and laid down in the large puddles of water.  
Crossing over a deep gorge is the narrow Knife Edge Bridge and 
it’s here that you feel the full force of the waterfall spray.  One 
boy exclaimed ‘How did Jesus Christ make this bridge?!’ 

Later, the children walked down to the heaving Boiling Pot 
which forms as the river turns a sharp right after the falls, and 
then they endured the trudge back up the steep hill passing 
groups of inquisitive baboons on the way - but they loved it!   

After exploring the falls and surrounds for a couple of hours, 
they all sat down by the edge of the river and enjoyed their 
refreshments.  For the caregivers, it was the quietest moment of 
the day and when one of the girls asked what her favourite part 
of the day was? “The biscuits!”  

We say a big thank you to our donor for making the Victoria 
Falls trips possible for these children. 

We’ve had 
some visitors 

Ros is from the UK and is volunteering 
in Choma – 2  hours from Livingstone.  
She put in a super effort helping  to 
cook a delicious meal for about 150 
children at Dambwa. 

Sometimes playing gets so tiring!  
From the UK, Dan is volunteering in 
Lusaka and spent the day at Dambwa 
with his wife Helen helping out 
cooking and playing with the children.  

Trista is a teacher in Australia and 
came to visit Livingstone for a few 
days.  She brought a bag of sports 
goodies with her from GoodBuddy and 
Southern Cross Catholic Vocational 
College.  Trista also did computer 
training with our staff for a day. 
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Goodbye Father Katete  
 
After a fulfilling five years and four months in Livingstone as 
Parish Priest of the Anglican Church and Project Director of 
Livingstone Anglican Children’s Project, Father Katete is 
heading to Lusaka.  His brief there is to use the best practices 
that have been developed with LACP in Livingstone and replicate 
them in Lusaka with the ultimate goal of spreading the children’s 
project to all of the Anglican Dioceses throughout Zambia.   
 
“It is difficult to settle in at the start and very hard to leave 
friends behind.  We have built a team of volunteers and staff and 
made many links locally and internationally. These are the 
friends that have shaped LACP.   
 
“It has been good to see children smiling, being suported with 
education materials, empowering families with IGA ventures and 
it’s also been wonderful to see caregivers being trained – Kasonka 
is now a Programme Officer and Monica who was cooking is now 
working in administration. We have seen different volunteers 
from VSO - Jane, Kristen, and Jacinta and that has added value 
to LACP. I am happy to leave at this point because everything is 
running smoothly.  
 

We have 
developed 
goodwill 
from the 
community 
members – 
they  have 
faith that 
help is 
coming 
because we 

say it is. Empowering communities to take care of their own 
needs – that’s the most important thing.  If you give someone a 
fish, they will come begging, if you teach someone to fish they are 
fed for a lifetime.  I’m excited that I’m leaving friends in 
Livingstone, because I know I won’t be lost when I return to 
visit.” 
 
We will miss Father Katete and his family but we also 
know that we will be in good hands with the new 
Project Director and Deputy Project Director, 
Father Emmanuel Chikoya and Father 
Borniface Baleni. 
 

 
Memory & Gift Phiri 
Dambwa 
 
We are brother and sister.  
Gift is 16 and Memory is 15.  
We used to live in Lusaka 
but when our mother died in 
2004, we came to 
Livingstone to live with our 
grandparents.   
 
So because our grandparents 
had no money, 2004 was the 
last time we went to school.  
Memory stopped school in 
Grade 6 and Gift was in 
Grade 7.  
 
Since starting at transitional 
school, we feel like we can fly 
and we are enjoying learning 
again. We are performing a 
poem together at World Day 
Against Child Labour . 
 
Besides wanting to be a pilot 
and an accountant, when we 
grow up we want to take care 
of our grandparents because 
they took care of us. 
 Follow me to Page 6 
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and pastoral work supporting the Arch Deacon 
for the Southern Province and with 5 children of 
his own he’s happy to be involved in a children’s 
project . “I am really encouraged by the sense of 
unity and love in Livingstone and am confident 
that the church can continue to make an impact 
on the children by being able to work together 
with the community and the government.” 
 
Both Mrs Chikoya and Mrs Baleni are qualified 
psychosocial counsellors and will be spending 
time working with the children in our 
programmes, providing understanding, guidance 
and care. 
 

 
Above:  Father Baleni and Father Chikoya 
 
 

Farewell Mrs Ngoma 
 
It was with great sadness that in March, we 
farewelled one of our  longest serving caregivers 
– Mrs Christine Ngoma.  Christine was suffering 
from a long term illness that had affected her 
ability to volunteer with us for the past 12 
months. 
 
After 5 years with Livingstone Anglican 
Children’s Project, she will be remembered by the 
staff and the children who knew her as a softly 
spoken, committed and loving grandmother 
figure who cared deeply and passionately for the 
vulnerable children she worked with.   
 
Mrs Ngoma is survived by her children and her 
husband Robson Ngoma who continues to 
volunteer as a caregiver with the Livingstone 
Anglican Children’s Project. 

Welcome Father Chikoya 
and Father Baleni 
 
Father Chikoya arrived in Livingstone in late 
January and has been spending time with 
Father Katete familiarising himself with the 
Parish in his role of Parish Priest and the 
work of LACP as Project Director. 
 
Having spent the past three years as the 
Parish Priest in Chawama Parish of Lusaka, 
and eight of his earlier years in banking before 
entering the ministry, Father Chikoya is 
excited about his new challenge here at 
Livingstone Anglican Children’s Project. 
 
“I am confidently looking ahead to settling 
down and building on what is existing.  
Tremendous work has been done so far and it 
gives me an adrenalin rush to be a part of it 
and working hard with everyone to make it an 
even more successful project.” 
 
Father Chikoya believes that the key to 
continued success lies in creating an internal 
ability in terms of self reliance and he looks 
forward to contributing on the journey towards 
self sustainability. 
 
As a father of five children, Father Chikoya is 
accutely aware of the importance of education, 
a loving and supporting home environment 
and the opportunity for children to play.  
That’s what makes it so natural for him to step 
into the Livingstone Anglican Children’s 
Project.  
 
“It’s important for children and adults to have 
dreams, no matter what your circumstances, 
because without dreams then you cease to 
live.” 
 
Father Baleni will be working as the Deputy 
Project Director, supporting Father Chikoya 
and being particularly responsible for the 
Psychosocial Support Programme.   
 
Father Baleni has worked in Monze and 
Mapanza for the past 6 years doing ministry  
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We invite you to become a part of our work in securing a 
brighter future for these children. All donations received, no 
matter how small, will ensure the continuation of the 
Livingstone Anglican Children’s Project’s work. 
 
There are two simple ways you can contribute any financial 
assistance: 
 
1.  By cheque in Zambian Kwacha 
     Payable to:  Livingstone Anglican Children’s 
     Project.  Send directly to us at PO Box 60092,  
     Livingstone, ZAMBIA. 
 
2.  By bank transfer from overseas 
     Account Name:  Livingstone Anglican Children’s Project  
     Account No:  0440510000007758 
     Bank Name:  Zambia National Commercial Bank PLC 
     Swift code:  ZNCOZMLU 
     Bank address:  Zanaco Building, Mosi-oa-Tunya Rd 
     Province:  Southern Province 
     Country:  Zambia 
 
Permission has been received from parents or guardians to use the photographs of their 
children in this newsletter. No money has been spent in the production of this 
newsletter.  It has been compiled by Jacinta Welch, a VSO volunteer working with 
LACP, on her own personal laptop and disseminated by email to increase awareness of 
LACP and its activities. 

 
 
 
 

There are many ways you can help us out and contribute to 
making life brighter for the children of Livingstone.   
 

If you are interested in volunteering with us, making a donation 
of either gifts or services in-kind, providing financial assistance 
or holding a fundraising event we would love to hear from you. 
 

Examples of how we have been assisted in the past include 
volunteers delivering first aid training for our caregivers or 
project management guidance, fundraising through walk-a-
thons, donations of books, games, school uniforms and money to 
go towards activity days, feeding days or our minimal but 
necessary administration costs. 
 

Making your contribution is easy!  Just contact Father 
Emmanuel Chikoya or Jacinta and Kristen Welch on 
lacpzambia@gmail.com and we’ll help you arrange it! 

You can make a huge difference 
in their lives …. 

  


